
April 24, 2020 
JBHS Distance Learning Update 
Week 4 

Hello Barlow Community - 

This update contains a lot of information.  Pick and choose what is most important for you 
to read right now (and save the rest for later!).   

1.  Grading 
2.  Digital Resources  
3.  AP 
4.  Graduation / End-of-Year 
5.  Lawn Signs 
6.  Latin 1 
7.  Family Resources 

1.  Grading 

What will Barlow transcripts look like at the end of the year? This is the question I am 
asked the most via phone and email.   We are considering implementing a grading system 
that involves the traditional grades we are used to (Letter Grades with +/- qualifiers) but 
also includes the option for students/families to select a "pass" for Quarter 4 instead of the 
letter grade.   

Our conversations will continue as we work on timelines, consider end of the year work, 
and above all maintain access and equity in recognizing the good work being done by our 
students. 

Once the plan is finalized and approved, we will share it with the community and post it on 
our websites. 

2.  Digital Resources  

A new tab is now linked to our Barlow Homepage.  By clicking on the "Digital Resources" 
link, you will have access to all kinds of technology tips and resources.  Look for the link on 
the left above the picture!  

3.  AP 

Students and Parents/Guardians enrolled in the AP Program have seen this message 
before, but it is important, so here it is again! 

Many of you did not receive the recent survey question sent out by the College Board to 
students enrolled in the AP program. The non-binding question asked if you planned to 
take the exam for the  AP course(s) you are taking this year. I don't believe that the 
question was sent to students submitting portfolios of work in lieu of taking a test. This is 
what AP sent as an action step to make sure that you are receiving all of their 
correspondence. 



To ensure students receive future communications about this year’s AP Exams, please 
remind them to “whitelist” this email domain  collegeboard@e.collegeboard.org as part of 
their approved sender list.  Also, please encourage your students to update their cell 
phone number and preferences in their College Board account so they receive College 
Board communications.  

To "whitelist" an email address means that you add them to your list of approved senders. 
It moves the sender to a trusted list and will keep the contact at the top of your inbox and 
out of junk folders. I had to look that up. New learning for me. 

Let me know if you have more questions or concerns.   
Take care, 
Ms. D 
Jennifer C. Desmarais 
Assistant Principal 
  
4.  Graduation/End of Year Events 

At Joel Barlow High School we articulate the importance of the skill of embracing 
ambiguity. Plenty of practice honing our talents there!  There are so many unknowns and 
decisions we will need to make in the coming weeks. 

As we are out of school until at least May 20, 2020, we know we will be missing 
prom.  Plans are underway to solicit student feedback and explore options for rescheduling 
or reinventing prom. 

We know that June 11, 2020 at 5pm is the date we are holding for Graduation.  What that 
ceremony will look like will be dependent upon the directives we receive from the State 
and the parameters that will be forthcoming from the Health professionals.   

The Senior Class Council is working with administration and their advisors to draft several 
plans that can be implemented in June and beyond.  Our common goal is to celebrate this 
memorable day and recognize the achievement of our students.   

Thank you for sending in your ideas about what a virtual graduation ceremony could 
include.  We are grateful for your partnership and willingness to help.  We will share more 
as our plans develop.   

5.  Lawn Signs 

We are pleased to announce that EVERY MEMBER of the SENIOR CLASS will see lawn 
signs appear on their front lawns in the coming weeks.  They will be delivered and 
"planted" in your front lawn by members of the administration and counseling 
department.  If for some reason you prefer not to have a sign announcing your senior's 
graduation, please let me (Dr. Pin: gpin@er9.org) know by the end of next week (May 1). 

6.  Latin 1 

This is an FYI for any Barlow student wishing to enroll in Latin.  Latin 1 (as described in the 
Program of Studies) is being offered next year.  Please let Mrs. Panos (ppanos@er9.org) 
know by June 1st if you are interested in adding Latin to your course of study.   



7.  Family Resources 

Please remember that breakfasts and lunches are being distributed to any community 
member with children under the age of 18.  The meals can be picked up from Dave 
Kennedy at Joel Barlow High School on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays between the 
hours of 11:00am and 1:00pm.  Please bring your own shopping bag to transport your 
food.  Although you do not need to pre-register or pre-qualify in any way, please give Mr. 
Kennedy a call by 3pm the day before you are picking up meals so we can be sure enough 
food is being prepared (203-938-0862). 

The counseling department put together a number of resources for parents and 
students.  Students can find these resources on the Google Classroom for their 
grade.  Students and parents can navigate to the Counseling web page, under School 
Resources, to find a number of relevant planners, study tips, organizers, and articles to 
help students find success during distance learning.  A folder entitled "Academic 
Resources during Covid-19 Distance Learning" includes content on creating a work 
schedule, studying smart, time management, communication, and related topics.  There 
are a number of different options for students to consider and identify which work best for 
them.   

Here are some important links that our counseling department has put together this 
information for our students and parents:  

Advice for Students and Parents 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1r2E0rQuE3b4CMfEC2ZVokTRdv_gOj2i9NLAiFexLG
ME/edit?usp=sharing 
  
9 Best Scientific Study Tips 
(YouTube link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p60rN9JEapg) 
  
Academic Resources During Distance Learning (Folder) that links to the folder below: 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1esUb8scgBsODS9PITECAVid8D4cd7Y7u?usp=sha
ring 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Week 4 of Distance Learning (21 days) is in the books!  Because of our ongoing 
partnerships, collaboration, and good old hard work, we are making progress.  Teachers 
continue to be my heroes during this transition to a virtual platform.  Parents, I don't know 
how you do it, keeping your homes in order, kids fed, rooms turned into classrooms, the 
list goes on.  Thank you for your sacrifices.  Students, I know you are feeling the loss of 
your friends, your activities, and your school!  I miss your energy and I think about how 
wonderful it will be when we can once again gather together safely! 

We are here if you need assistance as your situations change.  Please reach out to us.     

Be well. 

Dr. Pin:  203-673-4575  gpin@gmail.com 

 


